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nTel.:þ420 2 2443 2Letter to the EditorPrague symposium on congenital heart disease:
Brˇevnov Monastery, December 5–6, 2011The international Prague Symposium on Congenital Heart
Disease (Fig. 1) was held on December 5–6, 2011 at the
Brˇevnov Monastery to celebrate the 80th birthday of Prof.
Milan Sˇam anek (Fig. 2) the founder of the Children’s Heart
Centre in Prague, as well as at the occasion of the move of this
department into the newly reconstructed premises of the
University Hospital Motol in Prague. The Symposium was
conducted by the Working Group for Paediatric Cardiology of
the Czech Society of Cardiology and followed a series of
international scientific meetings organized by prof. Sˇam anek
in Prague over the last 30 years with the Annual Meeting of
the Association for European Paediatric Cardiology in 1989
and the 6-Day Teaching Symposium of the World Heart
Federation in 2001 being the two most important.
Prague Symposium on Congenital Heart Disease hosted a
distinguished international faculty of 14 speakers with long-
term connections to the Children’s Heart Centre in Prague
including renowned experts like the cardiac morphologist Prof.
Robert Anderson, Prof. Jaroslav Stark—a paediatric cardiac
surgeon of Czech origin and the cardiologist Prof. John
Deanfield. The Symposium has also welcomed a wide range
of distinguished domestic speakers including Prof. Bohumil
Hucˇı´n, Prof. Bohumil Osˇt’adal, Prof. Josef Kautzner, Prof. Jana
Popelov a and Dr. Sˇteˇp an Cˇerny´ to name just few. The scientific
program was visited by 200 participants – mainly Czech and
Slovak paediatric cardiologists.
Prague Symposium on Congenital Heart Disease was opened
by a Welcome Address of the chairman of the Czech Society ofnt matter & 2012 The Czech Society of Cardiology.
.2012.01.001
900; fax:þ420 2 2443 2920.Cardiology Prof. Petr Widimsky´ and was dividend into 4
sections: Honorary Lectures, Prenatal cardiology and imaging,
Intervention/Surgery/Adult congenital heart disease and
Arrhythmia/Electrophysiology. It is impossible to mention all
important lectures without copying the Symposium program
into this report. To name just few: Robert Anderson (London,
UK): ‘‘Cardiac development’’, Michael Tynan (London, UK): ‘‘A
history of paediatric cardiology’’, John Deanfield (London, UK):
‘‘Paediatric origins of adult cardiovascular disease’’, Viktor
Hrasˇka (St. Augustin, Germany): ‘‘Quality control in congenital
cardiac surgery: dream or reality?’’ and Richard Friedman (New
York, USA): ‘‘Pre-participation screening of paediatric ECGs: The
Italian-American controversy’’. The special honorary lecture by
Milan Sˇamanek (Praha, CZ) ‘‘Living with wine’’ could unfortu-
nately not be given by himself because of a voice indisposition
and was elegantly reproduced by Prof. Zuzana Urbanov a. The
detailed program may be visited at the web site of the Czech
Society of Cardiology.
Symposium’s festive character was accented by the histor-
ical venue, as well as by a Dinner and Dance evening with the
Original Prague Syncopated Orchestra.Jan Janousˇekn
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Fig. 1 – Symposium program.
L E T T E R TO TH E E D I TO R / C O R E T VA S A 54 ( 2012 ) e55 –e56e56Fig. 2 – Prof. Milan Sˇam anek with the legends in the field of congenital heart disease—the cardiac morphologist Prof. Robert
Anderson (at his right) and the paediatric cardiologist and pioneer of catheter interventions Prof. Michael Tynan.
